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time^by indefatigable diligence. He was not only master
of many languages, but skilled almost in every science,
and capable of distinguishing himself in every profession,
except that of physick, from which he had been discou-
raged by remarking the diversity of opinions among those
who had been consulted concerning his own disorders.

His learning, however vast, had not depressed or over-
burdened his natural faculties, for his genius always ap-
peared predominant; and when he inquired into the vari-
ous opinions of the writers of all ages, he reasoned and
determined for himself, having a mind at once comprehen-
sive and delicate, active and attentive. He was able to
reason with the metaphysicians on the most abstruse ques-
tions, or to enliven the most unpleasing subjects by the
gaiety of his fancy. Hie wrote with great elegance and
dignity of style, and had the peculiar felicity of readiness
and facility in every thing that he undertook, being able,
without premeditation, to translate one language into ano-
ther. He was no imitator, but struck out new tracks, and
-formed original systems. He'had a quickness of appre-
hension, and firmness of memory, which enabled him to
read with incredible rapidity, and, at the same time, to re-
tain what he read, so as to be able to recollect and apply
it. He turned over volumes in an instant, and selected
what was useful for his purpose. He seldom made ex-
tracts, except of books which he could not procure when he
might want them a second time, being always able to find in
any author, with great expedition, what he had once read.
He read over, in one winter, twenty vast folios; and the cata-
logue of books which he had borrowed, comprised forty-
one pages in quarto, the writing close, and the titles
abridged. He was a constant reader of literary journals.

With regard to common life he had some peculiarities.
He could not bear musick, and if he was ever engaged at
play could not attend to it. He neither loved wine nor
entertainments, nor dancing, nor the sports of the field,
nor relieved his studies with any other diversion than that
of walking and conversation. He eat little flesh, and lived